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JOB DESCRIPTION

Service User Researcher (MHRG)
Mental Health Research Group (MHRG)
                 Division of Health Research (Spectrum Centre for Mental Health Research)
Vacancy Ref: Click here to enter text.

	Job Title: Service User Researcher (MHRG)
	Present Grade: 5

	Department/College: Division of Health Research (Spectrum Centre for Mental Health Research)

	Directly responsible to:	 Dr Jasper Palmier-Claus, Professor Steven Jones and MHRG Project Manager

	Supervisory responsibility for:	N/A

	Other contacts	


	Internal: Chris Lodge, Neil Caton. Other researchers and PhD students working within the MHRG programme. Colleagues within the Spectrum Centre, Division of Health Research, Faculty of Health and Medicine and Lancaster University.


	External: Dr Rory Byrne. Other members of the broader research group based at partner institutions across the UK, including universities, NHS Trusts, local authorities, and third sector organisations. Individuals with lived experience of mental health and associated conditions. NIHR colleagues.

	Major duties:

· To be involved in facilitating links between the Mental Health Research Group and the voluntary sector, statutory services and NHS services for individuals with mental health issues, particularly within North West England. 
· To facilitate the inclusion of a wide range of lived experience voices across the MHRG programme, particularly people from underserved communities.
· To support and promote capacity building initiatives with the MHRG for people with lived experience of mental health issues.
· To be involved with organising service user engagement events.
· To be involved in the design, running and evaluation of MHRG research projects, with supervision as appropriate.
· To be involved in the development and dissemination of MHRG materials including the development of accessible formats for dissemination to the general public and service users.
· To contribute to initiatives that support the translation of mental health research into real-life system change.
· To be involved in applications for research funding and identification of research funding opportunities.
· To collect relevant literature to facilitate the different stages of MHRG research projects, as appropriate.
· To participate in and, as appropriate, to initiate writing articles for service user journals and other outlets.
· Attend and present at conferences and seminars. 
· To attend meetings, including as a service user representative on committees and steering groups.
· To advise colleagues on service user issues.
· To contribute to service development.
· To participate in regular supervision.
· To adhere to the Data Protection Act for data collection and storage.
· To adhere to the service specification and quality standards of the Faculty of Health and Medicine, particularly relating to confidentiality.
· Undertake training as appropriate, including mandatory training required by the University, as well as specific training identified by supervisors, mentors and the post-holder. 
· Undertake any other duties as directed by the Head of Division, programme leads or nominated representative.
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